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EUROCEAN 2019 will discuss the contribution of European marine science to the United Nations Decade

of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030). The conference will also highlight the contribution of

marine science to other ongoing and future initiatives supported by the European Union Framework Programmes for
Research and Innovation, such as Horizon 2020 (2014-2020) and the forthcoming Horizon Europe (2021-2027).

CEAN

The European Marine Board flagship publication Navigating the Future V (NFV) will be launched at EurOCEAN 2019.
Navigating the Future V describes what marine science will look like in the next decade and beyond and what the
needs are to achieve this. NFV will provide robust, independent scientific advice and expert opinion and with increasing
importance to societal wellbeing in decades to come.

EurOCEAN conferences are major European marine science policy conferences providing a forum for policymakers and

strategic planners at European and national level, to interact with the marine research community and marine and

maritime stakeholders. The distinctive feature that characterizes EurOCEAN conferences is the focus on bringing the
stakeholders together to speak with one voice towards policy.

Twitter: #EurOCEAN2019
Sli.do: #EurOCEAN2019
Conference co-organised by European Marine Board, the European Commission and the Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission of UNESCO. EurOCEAN 2019 conference is recognised as a contribution to the preparatory phase of the UN
Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030).
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Welcome and opening addresses

Prof. Jan Mees
Jan Mees (°1964) is the general director of the Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ, Oostende, Belgium) since its
establishment in 1999. Trained as a marine biologist and ecologist, he holds an MSc in Zoology, an MSc
in Environmental Sanitation, and a PhD in Marine Biology, all from Ghent University, Belgium, where he is
part-time professor. Jan Mees is the elected chair of the European Marine Board since 2014 and represents
Flanders in the Belgian delegation to the Executive Council and General Assembly of the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO. He is the author of close to 100 a1 publications and currently cochairs the Editorial Board of the IOC’s second Global Ocean Science Report.

Dr John Bell
Dr John Bell is Director for the Bioeconomy in DG Research & Innovation. He is responsible for leading the
definition, implementation and investment of EU Research & Innovation policy and programming across
the Bioeconomy; from agriculture and food systems, oceans, marine and maritime issues to investment
in new sustainable bio-based industries. This includes Horizon 2020, 3.8 billion Societal Challenge 2, the
EU Bioeconomy Strategy, the 3.7 billion euro Bio Based Industries Joint Undertaking and Food and Nutrition
Security FOOD2030.

Dr Salvatore Aricò
Salvatore Aricò is Head of Ocean Science at IOC-UNESCO. He served as Executive Secretary of the UN
Secretary-General Scientific Advisory Board, alternate Co-Chair of the Governing Council of Future Earth,
Head of the UNESCO Biodiversity Programme, Visiting Senior Researcher at the United Nations University,
Board Member of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, Chief of the Convention on Biological Diversity
programme on Marine and Coastal Biodiversity, Postdoctoral Researcher at the University of Delaware.
Holding a PhD from the University of Naples Stazione Zoologica, he has published extensively on
biodiversity, ocean and global change, including as a contributor to the scoping of the IPCC AR5, co-author
and reviewer of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, and editor of scientific journals. He is the editor of
the Cambridge University Press book Ocean Sustainability in the 21st Century. He contributed extensively
to pulling the scholarly evidence demonstrating the need for a BBNJ agreement, and in the creation of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services.

Dr Kirsten Isensee
Programme Specialist at the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO since 2012. Her
work focuses on Ocean Carbon Sources and Sinks, trying to distinguish the natural and anthropogenic
influences on the marine environment in support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. She
provides technical assistance to activities promoting women in ocean science and facilitates collaboration
between scientists, policymakers and stakeholders, via networks such as the Global Ocean Acidification
Observing Network, the International Blue Carbon Initiative and the Global Ocean Oxygen Network. She
received her diploma and her PhD in Marine Biology at the University of Rostock, Germany.
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Dr Lisa Emelia Svensson
Lisa Emelia Svensson is a Swedish and American taught environmental and economical doctor with a PhD in
political economy. She has over 18 years of international experience working in public sector on a broad range
of national, regional and international sustainability issues, working closely with private sector, civil society,
academia and media alike. As Sweden’s Ambassador for Ocean, Seas and Freshwater she initiated and expanded
the international foreign policy’s and put Sweden on the map in the ocean community. Moving to UN Environment
she is currently the UN Environment’s Ambassador for Ocean, where she leads the work on global ocean issues;
addressing marine pollution, coral reefs, sustainable blue economy, ocean interlinkages to climate change and
ocean governance.
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George Ciamba
George Ciamba is a career diplomat and has joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Romania in December 1990.
He was appointed Secretary of State for European Affairs in November 2012. In this capacity, he promotes an
active participation of Romania at all EU levels and the national contribution to the elaboration of EU policies. He
coordinates the sectorial positions expressed in all the configurations of the EU Council and participates in the
General Affairs Council (GAC). George Ciamba was appointed minister for Europe on 14 November 2018.
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Laurent Bergeot
Laurent Bergeot is currently director of the research department of the French ministry in charge of environment
and sustainable development. Formerly, he was director general of one of the main water agencies in France,
strongly involved in the World Water Council as a member of the board of governors and, more generally, in
official development assistance. Beside water management issues, especially with a source-to-sea approach,
he is now well involved in many networks related to marine science, heading the French National Committee for
IOC and being a member of the board of directors of the French marine research institute IFREMER as well as the
French hydrographic institute SHOM. He is also a member of the third maritime session of the French Institute
for Higher National Defence Studies (IHEDN). General engineer of the Paris School of Mines, he has developed
strong technical, economic and international competencies during many years in public administration, including
diplomacy.

Bernhard Friess
Since January 2017, Bernhard Friess has been the Director of the Directorate “Maritime Policy and Blue Economy”
of the European Commission’s Maritime Affairs and Fisheries Directorate-General. Mr Friess studied Law at
Munich University. His career with the European Commission included assignments in the areas Internal Market
Policy, Competition Policy, Maritime Policy and Fisheries, and Education and Training.
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Dr François Houllier
A graduate of the prestigious Ecole Polytechnique and a Doctor in Forestry Biometrics, François Houllier
began his career as a project manager in forest resource assessment at the National Forest Inventory (IFN)
before becoming a professor at the French National School of Agricultural Engineering (ENGREF) and then
Director of the Institute Pondicherry (India) from 1994 to 1997. He then went on to head the joint research
unit "Botany and Bioinformatics of Plant Architecture" (CIRAD, CNRS, INRA, IRD and University Montpellier
II) until 2002 and held various management positions at Inra, the French National Institute for Agricultural
Research. In 2012-2016, he was the CEO of Inra. He also chaired AllEnvi, the French Alliance for Research
on the Environment, a group of over 15,000 scientists. From 2016 to 2018, he chaired the Université
Sorbonne Paris Cité (USPC). In September 2018, François Houllier was appointed President and CEO of the
French Oceanography Institute (Ifremer).
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Navigating the Future V in the marine science landscape
Dr Sheila JJ Heymans
Sheila JJ Heymans is the Executive Director of the European Marine Board and Professor in Ecosystem
Modelling at the Scottish Association for Marine Science and the University of the Highlands and Islands in
Scotland. She holds a PhD in Zoology from the University of Port Elizabeth (now Nelson Mandela University)
in South Africa. She has 30 years’ experience in research on the environmental impacts of ecosystem
change. She is the lead editor of the European Marine Board documents and has published > 70 peerreviewed publications on a variety of topics ranging from the ecosystem effects of fishing, indicators
of ecosystem status and the reasons for species decline in the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. She has a
background in ecosystem modelling approaches such as Ecopath with Ecosim and Ecological Network
Analysis and has used and taught both techniques extensively since 1993.

Dr Anna Jöborn
Dr Anna Jöborn has a background in marine science with more than 20-years of working experience from
dealing with sustainable management of natural resources. She has worked with the aim to bridge the gaps
and support action in the interphase between science, policy and business. She is currently Director for the
Science Affairs Department at the Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management. Anna is responsible
for international affairs, R&D, environmental monitoring and communication. She is part of the executive
planning group at UNESCO-IOC supporting the planning of the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development.

Sigi Gruber
Sigi Gruber started to work for the European Commission in 1991, with different responsibilities in the area
of Education and Training as well as Research. Prior to joining the European Commission, she worked in the
public and private sector in Italy and Germany.
The Healthy Oceans & Sea Unit is supporting the transition to a healthy planet, which is climate neutral by
2050, and operating within safe planetary boundaries by:
•
Ensuring that by 2030 the potential of Oceans and Seas, their ecosystems and Bioeconomies, to
drive a Healthy Planet is fully understood, unlocked and harnessed. In doing this the Unit promotes
a impactful and sustainable use of the full value chains of marine resources for full benefit and wellbeing of European citizens focussed on delivering transition pathways
•
Designing and deploying a systems’ approach to the nexus of ocean-climate, ocean-food, oceanweather and ocean-land, and focus on marine ecosystems and marine biodiversity.
•
Leading, steering, identifying and piloting systemic solutions by design to the planetary boundaries:
a) loss of biosphere integrity (biodiversity loss and extinctions); b) climate change; and c) ocean
acidification and other stressors, by directing international cooperation, ocean observations, and
plastic and litter clean up.
The Unit also monitors and contributes to specific initiatives Sea basin Initiatives in the MED, Black sea,
Arctic, the Joint Programming Initiatives Healthy and Productive Oceans (JPI-Oceans), and the Baltic Sea
Research and Development Programme (BONUS); furthermore, it coordinates the All Atlantic Ocean Research
Alliance and the Blue Growth calls as part of the Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme.
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Dr Joachim Harms
Joachim Harms (born in 1955 in Hamburg) received his scientific education in Germany at the Technical
University of Darmstadt. For his Diploma and Doctoral Thesis he went to the Biological Station Helgoland
working on Zooplankton and Biofouling. Joachim Harms performed comparative studies in New Zealand,
Brazil, Japan and France. In 1994 he switched over to the Project Management Organization PtJ. This
Organization assists Federal and State Ministries in coordinating their research strategies. Since 2008 he is
Head of the Department “Marine Research, Geosciences, Ship and Marine Technologies”. Joachim Harms is
since 2017 Vice Chair of JPI Oceans. Additionally he is also member of Steering Committee BONUS.
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Guillermo Ortuño Crespo
A Ph.D. candidate at Duke’s Marine Geospatial Ecology Lab and a Fellow with the UBC-Nippon Foundation
Nereus Program, he seeks to better understand the spatiotemporal patterns of distribution of highly mobile
species using different spatial modelling approaches. With an interest in commercially exploited pelagic
species and the bycatch of non-target species. He is interested in investigating both ecological modelling
and management perspectives, bridging the knowledge gap between the distribution of migratory species
and the ecological role the play within the range of marine ecosystems, both coastal and open-ocean.
Guillermo obtained a B.A. in Marine Biology from Rollins College and the Duke University Marine Laboratory,
and recently completed a M.Sc. degree in Ecosystem-based Management of Marine Systems at the
University of St. Andrews, Scotland. His background in biophysical science and policy has fueled interests
in understanding the policy dimension behind the ecological questions that his research addresses,
particularly the international efforts to better conserve biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction.

Prof. Edward Hill
Professor Edward Hill is Executive Director of the National Oceanography Centre (NOC) in the United
Kingdom. The NOC has a remit to provide UK national capability to undertake and enable large-scale
oceanographic sciences from coast to deep ocean. His research background is in physical oceanography
where he specialised in the circulation of continental shelf seas, during which time he participated in over
20 research ship expeditions and led half as Chief Scientist. He was subsequently recognised by both
universities with the award of an Honorary Fellowship (Bangor) and an Honorary Doctorate of Science
(Sheffield). He was appointed Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (OBE) by HM Queen
Elizabeth II in 2010 for services to environmental sciences.
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Session 1: Sustainable marine resources
Dr Mark Dickey-Collas
As the Chair of the Advisory Committee of ICES, Mark (@DickeyCollas) oversees requests from international
commissions and governments for impartial evidence on meeting society’s marine conservation,
management and sustainability goals. Mark has 25 years experienced in providing fisheries and marine
science advice having previously worked as a national fisheries science expert in Northern Ireland and the
Netherlands. Mark liaises with regional and international organisations across the north Atlantic and Arctic
on issues such as ecosystem assessment, ocean health, data provision, Good Environmental Status (MSFD),
vulnerable species and impacts of fishing. His scientific experience is in the field of population dynamics,
ecosystem modelling and the policy/science interface. Mark is a member of the IMBER science steering
committee, and the Ocean Modelling Forum.
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Dr Xabier Irigoien
PhD in Biological Oceanography by the University of Bordeaux. Since 1994 successively worked in “Instituto
de Ciencias del Mar” (Spain), “Plymouth Marine Laboratory” (UK) and “Southampton Oceanography Center”
(UK) and AZTI before joining King Abdullah University for Science and Technology (KAUST) as Director of
the Red Sea Research Center in 2011. IKERBASQUE Research Professor and Scientific Director at AZTI from
2016. Member of the editorial council of Journal Plankton Research, editorial board of Scientific Data,
associate editor in Marine Biology. He has published 156 articles in scientific journals including Nature,
Nature Communications, Science Advances and PNAS.
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Dr Webjørn Melle
Senior scientist at IMR and his field of expertise is ranging from plankton to pelagic fish and the mesopelagic
ecosystem. Recently he has been leading the development of new trawls and submersible acoustic/optic
systems for macroplankton and micronekton abundance and biomass estimation. He is and has been
leading several projects at IMR including three projects on the mesopelagic ecosystem, and has been
WP lead and participating in several EU funded projects. He has been the PI of many cruises, including
expeditions to the Antarctica, Arctic and the Atlantic Ocean. He has long experience in ICES expert groups
and advisory committees. He has more than 50 publications in peer reviewed journals.

Dr Ann-Katrien Lescrauwaet
Anne-Cathérine (Ann-Katrien) Lescrauwaet studied zoology (MSc, University of Ghent) and Management of
Protected Landscapes (University of Wales-UK). She obtained a PhD degree in Marine Sciences at UGhent,
on the topic of Marine Historical Ecology and Fisheries. After her graduate studies she was engaged (nearly
20 years) in fieldwork in support of the conservation and protection of marine ecosystems. She worked
on these topics in Belgium, Azores (1986), Peru (1987-1989), Venezuela (1992-1994), and Chile (19892003), in particular working towards solutions to mitigate the impact of artisanal fisheries on marine life. In
2004 she joined the Flanders Marine Institute VLIZ, as head of the 'Policy Information Division' since 2006.
This unit supports a science-based implementation of an Integrated Maritime Policy by strengthening the
marine knowledge basis, the science-policy interface, and by actively brokering policy-relevant scientific
information in appropriate format. Target groups are the broad range of policy officers (multiple levels and
domains), marine researchers (multiple disciplines), and the Blue Economy and Innovation sectors. She is
Director for International Relations at VLIZ.

Prof. Carina Keskitalo
E. Carina H. Keskitalo is Professor of Political Science at the Department of Geography and Economic
History, Umeå University, Sweden. She is Member of the Group of Chief Scientific Advisors to the European
Commission, and was in that capacity the lead on the Food from the Oceans Scientific Opinion. She is also
an active researcher and well published in the climate change adaptation, environmental policy and Arctic
fields.

Kristian Henriksen
Kristian is General Manager of the NCE Aquatech Cluster in Norway – one of the world’s largest aquaculture
technology clusters with over 100 members collaborating for development of new technology for increased
sustainable aquaculture food production worldwide. He has more than 10 years of experience from the
aquaculture industry, with experience of farming salmon, rainbow trout and cod, and have since 2009 been
working as an advisor and project manager for Norwegian and International aquaculture industry. He’s
today leading BDO Norway’s seafood industry team and have since 2017. After assisting the Aquatech
Cluster in achieve the status as a Norwegian Centre of Expertise in 2016, he has been hired out to NCE
Aquatech Cluster as their leader.
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Prof. Dr. Isabel Sousa Pinto
PhD in Marine Biology University of California, Santa Barbara, USA, Professor at the University of Porto
and Head of the Biodiversity of Coastal Ecosystems group from the Interdisciplinary Centre for Marine and
Environemntal Research – CIIMAR-UP. She is co-chair of MBON - Marine Biodiversity Observation Network
from GEO BON. She has been working with AtlantOS – All-Atlantic Observation System and on EOOS –
European Ocean Observation System to develop the biology component of the Ocean observations and with
the European Marine Board to identify gaps in biological observations and produce recommendations to fill
them. She was also a Coordinating Lead Author for the Regional Assessment of Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services in Europe and Central Asia for UN IPBES – Intergovernmental Panel on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (2015-2018), Portuguese Representative in this platform until 2018, and now member of its MEP
– Multidisciplinary Expert Panel.

CEAN

Dr Patrizio Mariani
Dr. Patrizio Mariani is Senior Researcher DTU and leads the group on Observation Technology at DTU
Aqua, focusing on new autonomous systems supporting next generation of marine integrated ecosystem
assessment. He holds a PhD (2005) and MSc (2000) in Marine Science and Engineering from the University
of Naples. He is chair of the Steering Committee of EUROMARINE (European marine science network with
73 European Member Organizations) and main PI in several H2020 projects. He is PI at the Centre of Ocean
Life focussing on trait based modelling of marine ecosystems, involving a group of currently about 25 PhDs
and 10 Postdocs.

Poster session

Prof. Yves-Marie Paulet
Dr. Yves-Marie Paulet is professor in marine biology at Université de Bretagne Occidentale (UBO) and
researcher at the LEMAR Lab at Institut Universitaire Européen de la Mer. In 2011, he became the national
coordinator of the French marine universities network and is a member of European Marine Board, and vicechair of the EMB since 2018. Since 2016, he is the deputy chairman in charge of maritime affairs at UBO,
Brest, France, and the co-director of the Institut France-Québec pour la coopération scientifique en appui au
secteur maritime (IFQM). He has been the leader of the LabexMER project “a changing ocean”.

Dr Simona Aracri
Post-Doctoral Research Associate, Stokes Research Group, University of Edinburgh. She holds degrees
in Marine Engineering and Naval Architecture and a Ph.D. in Physical Oceanography from the National
Oceanography Centre - University of Southampton. Her Ph.D. was sponsored by the Italian National Research
Council - Institute of Marine Sciences, in Venice. She has spent more than 6 months at sea on oceanographic
sampling campaigns, in the Mediterranean Sea, Pacific Ocean and the North Sea. Her research interests
encompass: the application of robotics for observational oceanography and environmental monitoring,
in particular in the abyssal environment. She is interested in the study of variability patterns through
historical time series within the framework of climate change.
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Jacob Bentley
Jacob Bentley is a final year PhD student based at the Scottish Association for Marine Science and funded
by the Marine Institute in Galway, Ireland. Jacob has been working with the International Council for the
Exploration of the Sea (ICES) and the fishing industry to build a food web model of the Irish Sea to support
ecosystem-based fisheries management. Jacob has developed new approaches for the field of ecosystem
modelling and, through ICES working groups (WKIRISH, WKEWIEA, WGEAWESS, WGSAM), is working to
integrate ecosystem information into fisheries advice to account for environmental change.

CEAN

Meenakshi Poti
Meenakshi Poti is a social-ecologist, artist and science storyteller. She is currently pursuing a PhD on
conservation-development conflicts in tropical islands, at Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB). Having graduated
from the Erasmus Mundus Masters in Tropical Biodiversity and Ecosystems (TROPIMUNDO) in 2018, she
has research experience in Italy, Malaysia, India and Belgium. She received the ‘Masters Thesis Award 2018’
from the Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ) for her work on sea turtle egg consumption and conservation
in Redang Island, Malaysia. Meenakshi uses art and creative writing to communicate science to a wide
audience; with contributions to children's books, conservation magazines and popular science articles.

Loubna Boutahar
Having completed her master in 2014 in Biodiversity, Management and Conservation at Mohammed V
University of Rabat in Morocco, she started a PhD between the Mohammed V University of Rabat and the
University of Seville in Spain in May 2017. Her research consists of a multi-proxy analysis of seagrasses
in the Atlantic and Mediterranean coasts of Morocco with a focus on the only Zostera marina meadows
remaining on the Mediterranean Moroccan coast. This research will enable her country to train a researcher
specialized in marine seagrasses and be a major contributor to filling the knowledge gaps in terms of
national competence in this field.

Saara Suominen
Saara Suominen obtained her master’s degree from the University of Helsinki studying in the program
Environment and Natural Resources (MENVI), with a major in aquatic microbiology. She has since been
working on her PhD at the Royal Netherlands institute for Sea Research (NIOZ). Her work deals with the
functioning of microbial communities in anoxic zones in the oceans and how they are connected with
biogeochemical cycles. It aims to answer questions on the fundamental dynamics governing the cycling
of carbon in these environments using novel analytical methods and through diverse field and laboratory
experiments.

Dr Veloisa Mascarenhas
Young marine researcher holding a doctoral degree from the faculty of Environmental Sciences and
Biodiversity, from the University of Oldenburg in Germany. She acquired a master’s degree in Marine
Sciences from the department of marine sciences, Goa University, India in 2011. As an Oceanographer
she has sailed the Southern Indian Ocean, Arabian Sea, North Sea, and the Arctic. Her doctoral research
focuses on understanding the underwater light climate in fjordal ecosystems along the coasts of Norway
and Greenland and the effects of meltwater discharge on the light availability in the ecosystem.
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Maria Kazour
Maria Kazour is a third year PhD student in Geosciences, Ecology, Paleontology, and Oceanography at
University of the Littoral Opal Coast, France. Her doctoral research investigates the existence and potential
sources of microplastics in the aquatic systems. She takes a multidisciplinary approach (chemistry, biology
and biochemistry) which allowed her to acquire various techniques and skills; most specifically in microRaman spectroscopy. She authored the article “Juvenile fish caging as a tool for assessing microplastics
contamination in estuarine fish nursery grounds” that investigated the feasibility of using caged juvenile
fish as an assessing tool for microplastics contamination in estuarine nursery grounds.

CEAN

Dr Tainá Garcia da Fonseca
Tainá Fonseca has a degree in Marine Biology (2012), from São Paulo State University (Brazil), and has,
ever since her scientific initiation in Marine Pollution and Ecotoxicology, devoted efforts to comprehend
the environmental impacts and biological effects caused by conventional and emerging contaminants
discharged into the ocean, with focus on MPAs. During her 4-years straight PhD course at the University of
Algarve (Portugal), awarded by the Brazilian Ministry of Education, she studied the environmental risks of
an increasing type of pollution represented by the release of anticancer drugs into coastal waters, including
the drugs´ mode of action in non-target marine species.

Rebecca Shellock
Rebecca Shellock is an interdisciplinary PhD researcher funded by NERC and based at Plymouth Marine
Laboratory and the European Centre for Environment and Human Health (University of Exeter). Rebecca’s
PhD crosses the boundaries of marine science, environmental economics, environmental psychology
and medical studies. Her research explores the impact of a coastal intervention on the well-being of local
residents in Plymouth (Devon, UK). Overall, the PhD aims to advance our understanding of the importance
and value of coasts for human well-being and to make steps towards developing an approach upon which
to base future policy evaluations.

Alexander Hooyberg
Alexander Hooyberg works as a science officer at the Flanders Marine Institute, where he investigates how
coastal environments can contribute to human health and wellbeing. He completed his master in biology as
a skilled marine researcher, and especially trained for advanced statistical data-analysis of large datasets.
He was very eager to apply this knowledge on the Belgian Health Interview Survey, of which now gladly
presents the results at international conferences. Being passionate about ocean-human interactions, he
will soon start a PhD on the mental benefits from visiting coastal environments.
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Session 2: The land perspective for a healthy ocean
Dr Julia Schnetzer
Dr. Julia Schnetzer works for the German Marine Research Consortium as the scientific coordinator of the
international travelling exhibition the Ocean Plastics Lab. The exhibition tries to raise awareness about the
problem of marine plastic pollution and the importance of science to understand and tackle the problem.
She obtained her PhD in marine Microbiology at the Max Planck Institute (MPI) for Marine Microbiology in
Bremen, Germany. During her PhD she got strongly involved with science communication and loves to
share her passion and knowledge about the ocean with others. She gave over 40 talks all over the world to
give the broad public a better understanding about the fascinating world of the ocean.

CEAN

Dr Sabine Pahl
Sabine is a Social Psychologist who focuses on the human dimension in environmental issues. She
investigates perceptions and behaviour change, particularly in the area of protecting marine environments,
marine litter and microplastics. Other applied work examines restorative effects of natural environments
including the use of natural environments in healthcare and the behavioural dimension of energy efficiency.
She has more than 50 peer-review publications including papers in the Journal of Environmental Psychology,
Environment & Behavior and Nature Human Behaviour. She was the vice-chair of a working group on microand nanoplastics that prepared an evidence review report for the European Commission’s SAPEA/SAM
units, tasked by the EU’s Chief Scientific Advisors (launched in January 2019).
dit:
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Bart Vandewaetere
Bart Vandewaetere is member of Nestlé’s Zone EMENA Executive Team. He directly reports to M. Settembri,
CEO Nestlé Europe, Middle East and North Africa. Bart has been in charge of Corporate Communications
and Government Relations for Nestlé Zone EMENA since September 2017. He leads and coordinates
Nestlé’s contributions on policies and societal debates with stakeholders across the Zone. His focus is
on sustainability, nutrition and youth employability. Bart represents Nestlé at the European Platform
for Action on Diet, Physical Activity and Health. He is also a strong driver behind Nestlé’s sustainability
commitments including plastics, water stewardship and animal welfare. Bart has been part of the Steering
Group launching the successful “Nestlé needs YOUth” programme in Europe in 2013.

Prof. Maria Lodovica Gullino
Professor in Plant Pathology and Director of Agroinnova, University of Torino, Italy, vice-President (20032008), President (2008-2013) and Past-President of the International Society for Plant Pathology (ISPP).
Past-President of the Italian Society for Crop Protection (A.I.P.P.) and of the Italian Association of the
Agricultural Scientific Societies (AISSA) and currently President of the Italian Society of Plant Pathology
(SIPaV). She managed many European and International projects in the field of plant disease management,
biological and integrated control of diseases, crop biosecurity, effect of climate change on plant diseases
and sustainable agriculture. Co-author of 23 books, published over 800 scientific articles and reviews on
Italian and international Journals.
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Dr Adrian Stanica
Director General of the Romanian National Institute of Marine Geology and Geoecology – GeoEcoMar since
2016, scientific director of the same institute 2008 -2016. Main scientific expertise in coastal dynamics
and natural resources management, PhD in Geology, University of Bucharest, 2003. Coordinator of the
DANUBIUS-RI ESFRI Project, general coordinator of HORIZON 2020 DANUBIUS Preparatory Phase Project
and of HORIZON 2020 SUST-BLACK Project, general coordinator of FP7 DANCERS (DANube macroregion:
Capacity building and Excellence in River Systems (basin, delta and sea)), national representative for marine
and earth sciences pan-european research infrastructures in ESFRI Environmental Working Group (2009 –
2015).

CEAN

Evening Session: Research Vessels in the European Ocean Observation landscape
Dr George Petihakis
Dr. George Petihakis is Research Director in the Institute of Oceanography of the Hellenic Centre of Marine
Research (HCMR) with more than 25 years of experience in marine science with particular emphasis on
marine ecological modelling and operational monitoring. He is an elected member of the Executive Board
of EuroGOOS with the positions of Vice-Chair (2015-2018) and Chair (2018-present) and member of the
European Ocean Observing System (EOOS) Steering Group. He is a member of the Executive Committee of
EMSO-ERIC, and with a position at the management boards of JPI Oceans and EMB.

Dr Valérie Mazauric
Valérie Mazauric (PhD 1996) has a background in signal processing applied to underwater acoustics. Her
PhD research focused on high resolution imagery by synthetic aperture sonar. She joined Ifremer in 1998
and worked several years on scientific fishery echo-sounders. She was the head of the Fishery Multibeam
Echo Sounder project, aiming to develop in partnership with industry the echo sounder installed aboard
Research Vessel Thalassa in 2006. In 2007, she joined the Research Vessel management department.
She was the project manager (2009-2015) of the EU FP7 EUROFLEETS and EUROFLEETS2 projects, and
coordinated EUROFLEETS2 (2015-2017). She has co-chaired the EMB working group on Research Vessels
(2018-2019) and is deputy director of the Ifremer Brittany Centre (2019).
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Tuesday, 11 June 2019

Session 3: Bringing sea basin communities together

CEAN

Dr. Wendy Watson-Wright
Dr. Wendy Watson-Wright is the Chief Executive Officer of the Ocean Frontier Institute (OFI), the Atlantic
Canadian-led international transdisciplinary research institute headquartered at Dalhousie University
whose aim, along with its eight international partners, is the safe and sustainable development of the
ocean frontier. From 2010 – 2015, Dr. Watson-Wright was the Executive Secretary and Assistant Director
General of UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC-UNESCO) in Paris. For most of
her career, she held various senior positions within Fisheries and Oceans Canada, including eight years as
Assistant Deputy Minister of Science. A Killam scholar, she holds a Ph.D. in Physiology from Dalhousie
University in Halifax.

Dr Ana Teresa Caetano
Ana Teresa Caetano is currently Policy Officer at the Healthy Oceans and Seas Unit of the European
Commission's Directorate-General for Research and Innovation. Her work covers a range of issues related
with the sustainable management of marine resources, sea basin research and innovation strategies
and international cooperation issues. Before joining DG R&I Ana Teresa Caetano worked in the European
Commission’s Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs and the Joint
Research Centre. Ana Teresa Caetano holds a degree in Environmental Engineering, a Master in Biotechnoly/
Biochemical Engineering and a PhD in Chemical Engineering.

Dr Fabio Fava
Fabio Fava is Full Professor of “Industrial & Environmental Biotechnology” at the University of Bologna (Italy)
since 2005. He has about 170 papers on international journals in the fields of Biowaste Biorefinery and Blue
Biotechnology where he coordinated the FP7 projects NAMASTE and BIOCLEAN and participated in 7 other
FP7 projects. He is the Italian Representative in the Working Party on “Biotechnology, Nanotechnology
and Converging Technologies" at OECD (Paris) and at the European Commission (Brussels) in the: a)
Horizon2020 Programming Committee “Bioeconomy” (SC2), b) “States Representatives Group” of the
“Public Private Partnership BioBased Industry” (BBI JU), c) EuroMed GSOs BLUEMED WG.

Giuseppe Provenzano
Giuseppe Provenzano is a Junior Expert at the Union for the Mediterranean Secretariat, where he focuses
on topics connected to Research and Innovation. He has previously published on Blue Economy, the EU
external policies towards Southern and Eastern Mediterranean, and on sustainability issues on the Iranian
energy policies. He holds a second-level MA in International Public Affairs at LUISS School of Government
and a Master in Relations and Institutions of Asia and Africa at L'Orientale University.
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Dr Yonah Seleti
Yonah Seleti is currently serving the Department of Science and Technology in South Africa as Chief Director
for Science Missions, where he directs a portfolio of work that includes Marine and Antarctic Studies, Earth
Systems Sciences- Global Change, Palaeosciences and Indigenous Knowledge systems. Dr Seleti represents
the DST as member of a Triparty Coordinating Committee of the Belem Statement and the South –South
TransAtlantic Alliance between South Africa and Brazil. He is involved in the Operation Phakisa-Oceans
Economy as Departmental Contact for coordinating research. He has also taught as visiting professor at
Tulane University in New Orleans and Roskilde University in Denmark.
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Dr Sofia Cordeiro
Coordinator of the Ocean Programme of the Portuguese Foundation for Science and Technology (FCT)
since 2016, where she maximises the dialogue among the different scientific communities that are part
of the ocean transdisciplinary area and supports the participation of Portugal and/or FCT in European
and international organizations associated with ocean issues (JPI Oceans, EMB, ECORD/IODP, OECD Ocean
Economy and Innovation Working Group). Sofia is currently deeply involved in science diplomacy activities
in the Atlantic basin, being the coordinator of the H2020 project AANChOR CSA aimed at supporting the
implementation of the Belém Statement. Previously Sofia was Science Officer at the EurOcean (2010-2016)
and an IOI Alumni on the “8th Training Programme on Regional Ocean Governance for the Mediterranean,
Black, Baltic and Caspian Seas” course (2012).

Dr Andros Andrusaitis
Andris Andrusaitis is Acting Executive Director of BONUS EEIG. He leads implementation of the coordination
and support action BANOS CSA “Towards the joint Baltic Sea and the North Sea research and innovation
programme” preparing a framework for launching the joint Baltic Sea and the North Sea research and
innovation programme. In 2008-2018 Andrusaitis served as the BONUS Programme Manager, being
responsible for the scientific coordination including development of the strategic research agenda,
organisation of the programme’s workshops and conferences, monitoring of the projects, and organising
programme’s scientific reporting to the EU and national funders. He holds PhD in aquatic ecology.

Dr Baris Salihoglu
Dr. Baris Salihoglu is faculty member at Middle East technical University-Institute of Marine Sciences since
2009, and the director of the institute since 2016. He leads the DEKOSIM project for establishing a new
centre of excellence (Centre for Marine Ecosystem and Climate Research) funded by the Turkish Ministry of
Development. This CoE strives to be the national as well as regional (Southwest Europe) leader in marine
ecosystem observation and forecasting. His recent efforts include establishing a blue growth centre that will
focus on promoting the sustainable growth of marine sectors at national scale. Dr. Salihoglu and his team
have actively contributed to the development of the Black Sea Blue Growth Strategic and Research Agenda.
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Session 4: Oceans and Human Health

Torsten Thiele
Torsten Thiele is Founder of Global Ocean Trust and Senior Research Associate at the Institute for Advanced
Sustainability Studies, Potsdam. Torsten consults widely with public, private and civil society organisations
on ocean governance and innovative blue finance. Torsten is an expert in the financing of infrastructure.
His recent publications cover topics such as innovative finance for the High Seas, eco-system-based
management mandates and deep sea governance. Torsten holds graduate degrees in law and economics
from Bonn University, an MPhil from Cambridge and an MPA from Harvard University.
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Dr Sam Dupont
Dr Sam Dupont is an Associate Professor and Senior Lecturer in Marine Eco-Physiology at the University
of Gothenburg. His main research focus is the effect of global changes—such as ocean acidification and
warming—on marine ecosystems. He has published in more than 150 publications in journals including
Nature, PNAS and TREE. Sam is also working on the development of innovative science communication and
education strategies to tackle global challenges through his roles as Steering Committee member of the
Centre for Collective Action Research (CeCAR), communication coordinator of the Nordic Centre of Excellence
on Sustainable and Resilient Aquatic Production (SUREAQUA) and PI of the Inquiry to Student Environmental
Actions project (I2SEA). The third aspect of his work aims at evaluating and building capacities for marine
science in developing countries.

Dr Mathew White
Environmental psychologist specialising in the psychological effects of interacting with the marine
environment. Since 2011 he have co-ordinated the ‘Blue Gym’ project exploring the health/well-being
benefits of marine and inland waters in the UK. Currently he is Work Package lead on 3 large international
programmes exploring the relationships between marine environments and human health globally:
‘BlueHealth’ (H2020), ‘Blue Communities’ (GCRF) and ‘Seas Oceans & Public Health in Europe’ (SOPHIE,
H2020). He is an advisor on the UK government’s Living Coasts initiative, and on the EU funded BONUS
ROSEMARIE project looking at marine ecosystem services and health in the Baltic.

Prof. Lora E. Fleming
Professor Lora E Fleming is a physician and epidemiologist with expertise in Oceans and Human Health
based at the European Centre for Environment and Human Health (University of Exeter Medical School). As
a physician and epidemiologist with expertise in public health, she has spent over 30 years trying to bring
the marine/environmental and biomedical/human health communities together to focus on the next step
of Planetary Health to include the health of both humans and ecosystems in its vision. She is a member
of Global HAB with particular emphasis on human health and wellbeing; and she recieved the Ocean and
Human Awards from the Edouard Delcroix Foundation and the IOC Bruun Award.
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Prof. Katja Philippart
Prof. dr ir C.J.M. (Katja) Philippart is a professor of "Productivity of marine coastal systems" at Utrecht
University, vice-chair of the Wadden Academy and senior scientist at the Royal Netherlands Institute for
Sea Research. Her research focusses on long-term changes in trophic interactions between bivalves and
microalgae in coastal systems (e.g. Wadden Sea, North Sea and Barr al Hikman) under the influence of
long-term changes in riverine nutrient supply and global warming. For the Wadden Academy, she advises
on ecological research and long-term field observations in coastal systems. Within SOPHIE, Philippart is an
Advisory Board and Expert Group member.
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Dr Easkey Britton
Dr. Easkey Britton, is a social ecologist with a PhD in Environment and Society from University of Ulster,
founder of Like Water, founding member of Ocean Collectiv, and a big-wave surfer. As a post-doctoral
research fellow at the Whitaker Institute, National University of Ireland, Galway, she contributes her expertise
in blue space, health and social wellbeing on national and international research projects including the
EU-funded Horizon2020 project on Seas, Oceans and Public Health in Europe (SOPHIE). Her work explores
the relationship between people and the sea, using her passion for the ocean to create social change and
connection across cultures.

Timothy Adams Bouley
Timothy founded and led the climate change and health program at the World Bank, mobilizing more than
$1bn in investment toward climate-sensitive health systems. He was also an originating member of the
Global Partnership for Oceans and World Bank team addressing shared threats to human, animal, and
environmental health. Trained as a medical doctor and environmental scientist, he has previously held
positions with the US National Academy of Sciences, the World Health Organization, and the University
of California, San Francisco. He holds degrees in biology, bioethics, geography, and medicine from Tufts,
Harvard, Oxford, and Duke. Currently, he is based in Paris where he is working to develop new ocean-derived
biotechnologies.

Session 5: National perspectives for marine science contribution to the SDGs
Prof. Peter Herzig
Professor Peter Herzig is the Executive Director of GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research in Kiel. He
also serves as Maritime Coordinator of the Federal State of Schleswig-Holstein and was appointed Maritime
Ambassador of the European Union. Professor Herzig is a member of numerous national and international
boards and committees and was Senator of the German Science Foundation and Vice President of the
Helmholtz Association of German Research Centers. He is a member of the German National Academy of
Science and Engineering and received the prestigious Leibniz Research Award. In 2015 Professor Herzig was
awarded the First Class Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany by the German President.
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Dr Manuel Heitor
Manuel Heitor is Minister for Science, Technology and Higher Education in the Government of Portugal since
November 2015. From March 2005 to June 2011 he served as Secretary of State for Science, Technology
and Higher Education. Manuel Heitor is full Professor at Instituto Superior Técnico, IST, the engineering
school of the University of Lisbon and was founder and director of the IST´s “Center for Innovation,
Technology and Policy Research”, as well as director of the IST´s doctoral Programs in “Engineering and
Public Policy, EPP” and in “Engineering Design”. In 2011-12 he was a Visiting Scholar at Harvard. He earned
a PhD at Imperial College, London, in 1985 in combustion research and did post-doctoral training at the
University of California San Diego. Then he pursued an academic career at IST, in Lisbon, where he served as
Deputy-President for the period 1993-1998. Since 1995, he has been Research Fellow of the IC2 Institute
of the University of Texas at Austin. He is a founding member of the S&T Council of the “International Risk
Governance Council”, IRGC. He was a co-founder of the European network “science, technology, education
and policy for Europe, step4EU”.
Replaced by Dr José Paulo Esperança
Vice-President of the Foundation for Science and Technology (FCT). Former Dean of ISCTE Business School,
Instituto Universitário de Lisboa. Full professor of Finance and former Pro-Rector for International Relations
and Entrepreneurship at ISCTE-IUL, Portugal. Chairman of AUDAX-IUL, an associated center focused on
entrepreneurship and family business. Co-founder of Building Global Innovators (BGI), a technology transfer
accelerator in partnership with MIT Portugal. PhD in economics from the European University Institute,
Florence on “The Investment Decision by Service Multinationals. Researcher on entrepreneurship and
small business financing, corporate governance and the impact of language commonality in international
business. Portuguese Delegate for the SME Instrument of the Horizon’s 2020 Program of the European
Commission and member of the board of CPADA, the Portuguese Federation of Environmental Associations.
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Rudolf Leisen
Rudolf Leisen is the Head of the Division “Marine, Coastal and Polar Research” at the Federal Ministry
of Education and Research, Germany. He earned an academic degree in mathmatics at the Rheinische
Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn in 1985. He worked as a researcher at the Institute for Methodological
Basic Research of the Society for Mathematics and Data Processing before he joined the Federal Ministry in
1989. He was appointed as Head of the Division “Research for Production, Services and Labor” in 2010, the
years before he worked as a desk officer in different divisions of the ministry. Since 2015 he is the head of
the Division “Marine, Coastal and Polar Research” with its framework program MARE:N for research funding
in coastal, marine and polar regions.
Replaced by Dr Joachim Harms
See page 6

Dr Cyril Moulin
Cyril Moulin has a PhD in Oceanography, Meteorology and Environment from University Pierre et Marie
Curie (now Sorbonne University) in Paris, France. He is researcher at the French Nuclear Agency (CEA) since
1998. He used data from several Earth observing satellites to study atmospheric aerosols and marine
phytoplankton. Since about 10 years, Cyril Moulin is involved in the management of research institutions.
He has been director of the Laboratory of Climate and Environmental Sciences (LSCE) and is now deputy
director of the National Institute for Earth Sciences and Astronomy (INSU) at the French National Center for
Scientific Research (CNRS).

Dr. Niall McDonough
Niall McDonough holds a BA Mod. In Zoology from Trinity College Dublin (1993) and a PhD from Queen’s
University Belfast (1998). Having originally trained as a marine biologist, he has held research and
management posts with the Environmental Change Institute at NUI, Galway and the Centre for Marine
Resources and Mariculture at Queen’s University. From 2009-2017 Niall served as Executive Director of
the European Marine Board (EMB), a European marine science policy think tank, based at the InnovOcean
campus in Ostend, Belgium. Niall is a member of the Management Board and the Internal Advisory
Committee of JPI Oceans.
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Prof. Giuseppe Valditara
Mr Giuseppe Valditara is full professor of Roman private law in the Department of Law of the University of
Turin. He wrote the book: “Studies on magister populi. From Rex military auxiliaries to the first Magistrates
in Rome”, and won the International Prize for the History of Political and Legal Institutions. He was Dean of
the Jurisprudence department of the European University in Rome. In October 2018 he has been appointed
Head of Department for Higher Education and Research at the MIUR.
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Jan Busstra
Jan Busstra is in the Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management responsible for policy
development in the field of oceans and the North Sea. In addition to that he is also leading the international
initiatives concerning multilateral and bilateral water cooperation from the Ministry of Infrastructure and
Water Management. Before he has held management positions in different branches of the ministry such
as aviation, road traffic etc. He graduated in political science at Amsterdam-Free University.

Fridtjof F. Unander
Executive Director of the Division for Resource Industries and the Environment at the Research Council
Norway. His responsibilities include energy, petroleum, marine (including aquaculture), agriculture, climate,
environmental and polar research. From 2006 to 2008 he was Deputy Executive Director and acting
Executive Director of Enova SF, a state enterprise responsible for energy efficiency and renewable energy
programs in Norway. Prior to this he worked nine years for the International Energy Agency (IEA) in Paris,
where he held positions as acting Division Head of the Energy Technology Policy Division and Principal
Administrator. At the IEA he worked on energy and climate policy studies including scenario analysis,
e.g. the World Energy Outlook. Before joining the IEA he was a Senior Scientist with Institute for Energy
Technology (IFE) in Norway and visiting Scientist at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, University of
California, Berkeley.

Dr. Eng. Simion Nicolaev
General Director of the National Institute for Marine Research and Development “Grigore Antipa” Constanta,
Romania, since 1990. He has a Ph.D. in Marine Fishery from the “Lower Danube” University Galati, Romania.
Chairman of National Oceanographic Committee (IOC/UNESCO); Chair of Advisory Group on Environmental
Aspects of Fisheries and Management of other Marine Living Resources (Black Sea Commission); Responsible
of Technical Permanent Secretariat of the National Committee of the Coastal Zone; Member of ACCOBAMS
Bureau (2002-2011); Member of the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve Scientific Council; National Expert
in IOC Advisory Body of Experts on the Law of Sea (1996-2000); National Expert in IOC Advisory Body of
Experts on the Law of Sea; Coordinator of the Working Group for the Black Sea/General Fisheries Commission
for the Mediterranean; member in Advisory Board for Research and Innovation of Ministry of Research and
Innovation; Member in Commission for fishery and aquaculture of the Agriculture and Forestry Science
Academy; Director of Regional Activity Centre for Black Sea Fisheries (BSEP). Associated Professor of the
“Ovidius” University, Constanta - Integrated Coastal Zone Management Master Programme.

Dr Colin Moffat
Initially studying chemistry, Colin completed a PhD in heparin biochemistry, including links to tumour
angiogenesis, before joining Torry Research Station where he investigated the structure of fish lipids and
their nutritional benefits. Colin has tilized ed in methodology associated with determining the state of
marine ecosystems. He lead on the production of assessments of the North-East Atlantic, including the
Intermediate Assessment 2017 which tilized new indicators and targets, providing an assessment of
progress towards achieving a clean, healthy and biologically diverse North-East Atlantic. Colin continues
to study the movement of contaminants through trophic levels and is part of the writing team for the
contaminants section of the United Nations World Ocean Assessment 2.
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Closing session – Ensuring a sustainable ocean by 2030
Dr Gilles Lericolais
Dr Gilles Lericolais is the Director of the European and International Affairs of Ifremer since 2011. He
received his PhD (1997) and Professorship Habilitation (2009) in marine geology from the University of
Bordeaux (France). He has been a marine geologist/geophysicist at Ifremer since 1984. He joined more
than 10 scientific cruises as a chief scientist. Dr. Lericolais is the author of over 60 refereed publications
(H-Indes: 29), and member of the Editorial Board of the journal "Quaternaire". He has been Vice-Chair of the
European Marine Board (2012-2018), member of EurOcean and member of the Management Board and
Internal Advisory Committee of the JPI Oceans. He is one of the French representatives for the IOC of the
UNESCO. He is member of the Board of Trustees of POGO since January 2019.
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Dr Ricardo Serrão Santos
Ricardo Serrão Santos is Member of the European Parliament since 2014 and full member of the European
Parliament's Committees on Fisheries and Agriculture and Rural Development. He is Coordinator of the S&D
at the Committee of Fisheries, Vice-Chair of the EP’s Intergroups of SEARICA and EBCD.
Ricardo Serrão Santos holds a PhD from the University of Liverpool. Recently was selected to join the IOC/
UNESCO “Executive Planning Group” for the "UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development
(2021-2030)".
Serrão Santos is a member of the Portuguese Academy of Sciences and emeritus member of the Portuguese
Navy Academy, and Speciality Chief Editor in Frontiers or Marine Sciences/ Deepsea Environments and
Ecology.

Ambassador Peter Thomson
Peter Thomson is a Fijian diplomat who served as President of the General Assembly of the United Nations
from September 2016 until September 2017. He was Fiji’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations
between 2010 and 2016. For the year 2014, he was elected President of the Executive Board of the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the United
Nations Office of Project Services (UNOPS). He led the Fiji team of diplomats that in 2013 chaired the Group
of 77 and China – the UN’s largest negotiating group comprised of 133 developing countries. He was elected
as President of the International Seabed Authority’s Assembly in 2011 and as President of its Council in
2015. In October 2017, U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres appointed Ambassador Thomson as the
first UNSG’s Special Envoy for the Ocean, in which role he is driving the implementation of SDG14, the UN
Sustainable Development Agenda’s goal to conserve and sustainably use the resources of the Ocean.
dit:

Cre

Dr Vladimir Ryabinin
Dr Ryabinin (Eng., 1978, Ph.D., 1982, and Doctor of Sciences, 1995) has been the Executive Secretary of
the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO and Assistant Director-General of UNESCO
since 2015. Dr Ryabinin is an oceanographer, marine engineer, climatologist, and emeritus meteorologist
of the Russian Federation. His research has lead to a number of achievements in the medium-range
weather prediction, marine services, offshore engineering, ocean and climate science. He is a contributor
or originator of several key international initiatives. His previous affiliations include Hydrometcentre of
Russia (as a researcher and head of laboratory), Moscow State University (as a lecturer), International Ocean
Institute (as the Director), and World Climate Research Programme at the World Meteorological Organization
(as a senior scientific officer).
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Dr Ana Teresa Caetano
See page 13

Alba González Vega
Alba González holds a BSc in Biotechnology from the University of Salamanca, Spain, and a MSc in
Oceanography from the University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (ULPGC), Spain. She is currently
undertaking a PhD programme in Oceanography and Global Change (ULPGC), developing her research at the
Spanish Institute of Oceanography (IEO), an EMB member institution. She is working on a multidisciplinary
study of the submarine volcano Tagoro (Canary Islands, Spain), which erupted in 2011 and still remains
active in a degassing stage. Her work intends to assess the impact of the hydrothermal emissions from
this shallow volcano on the physical-chemical and biological properties of the local marine environment.

Liam Lachs
Liam Lachs has a diverse background in marine science from his bachelor degree (National University of
Ireland Galway) and Erasmus Mundus masters in Tropical Biodiversity and Ecosystems (Vrije Universiteit
Brussel), receiving the VLIZ MSc Thesis Award for his collaborative thesis entitled “Sewage-derived resort
runoff threatens coral reefs? a pilot isotopic assessment of nitrogen at Pulau Redang, Malaysia”. He has
experience in aquaculture and fisheries, has worked as an Erasmus+ Trainee on demographic modelling of
coral bleaching, and is starting his PhD on scaling-up assisted evolution as a method of coral reef restoration
under the ERC project CORALASSIST at Newcastle University. His research is funded by EMB member NERC.

Prof. Dr Jan Mees
See page 3
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EUROCEAN 2019 Conference co-organised by European Marine Board, the European Commission
and the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO. EurOCEAN 2019 conference is recognised

CEAN

as a contribution to the preparatory phase of the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development
(2021-2030).

The EurOCEAN 2019 organizing committee appreciates the additional support from the Marine Institute,
L'Institut Français de Recherche pour l'Exploitation de la Mer (Ifremer), the National Oceanography Centre (NOC),
Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS), Université de Bretagne Occidentale (UBO) and the Norwegian
Marine University Consortium.
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